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What is CEPE, who do we represent
and what do we do

� CEPE is the European Council of producers 
and importers of paints, printing inks and 
artists’ colors.

� CEPE represents the interest of over 1000 
members in the European Union, Norway 
and Switzerland.

� CEPE is the coordinating factor for the 
interests of the paint and printing ink in 
Europe



What is CEPE, who do we represent
and what do we do

CEPE represents:

Member Companies Value
Approx. 1000 paint manufacturers 13.2 billion

75 printing ink manufacturers 3.5 billion
20 artists’ color manufacturers              0.3 billion

Total     17.0 billion

Approx. 120.000 employees directly involved

Approx. 85% of market value is organized via a membership

The people that apply the products are a multiple of these numbers



What is CEPE, who do we represent
and what do we do

� Mission of CEPE: 
To work with European institutions and relevant trade 
associations to bring across the interests of the CEPE 
members

� CEPE has horizontal (issue) 
groups and sector groups 

� CEPE prepares sector specific 
documents on how to implement 
REACH

� CEPE has a REACH helpdesk 
with input from industry experts



Focus on REACH



Focus on REACH

� REACH is a fact of life

� CEPE interest:

� Help the members (including the SME’s) to implement 

REACH in their operations

� To facilitate communication through the supply chain

� Being a spokes partner to up-stream sector groups

� To help the industry with specific questions / problems 

� To forward harmonized advise for the whole industry sector
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Where are we in the supply chain



Where are we in the supply chain

� For the largest extend (> 95%), CEPE members have 
DU obligations

� To some extend, they may have importer obligations, 
if they import raw materials

� The multinationals may also have importer obligations 
(imports of their own paints)

� They can have manufacturers obligations if they 
produce polymers that don’t meet the polymer 
definitions

� Manufacturing obligations for substances negligible



What’s so specific for Coatings

Some industry key figures:

� Number of products: some hundred, up to thousands

� Number of raw materials per product: 5 – 25

� Number of substances per raw material: 1 – 5

� Number of suppliers: some hundred, up to 2000, of 

which less than 25% is manufacturer

� Geo scope: from national (DECO, Industry) 

to global (Automotive OEM, Aerospace, etc.)



What can CEPE offer

� Uniting the European paint and printing ink industry

� In depth, specific information (including data) around 

the practical implementation problems / issues

� Industry expertise (for free)

� A single forum of the industry sector to discuss its 

problems 

� Delivering one message, speaking with one voice. 

Upstream, downstream and within the sector



What can ECHA offer

� We expect that ECHA combines stakeholders views 

to a broad and generally applicable position on 

interpretation, and implementation 

� Guidance documents, FAQ’s, regularly updated

� Keep track on internal processes to deliver responses 

in a timely way



What would be classical pitfalls

� An industry sector group trying, on their own, to speak 

on behalf of all stakeholders

� European bodies trying, on their own, to analyze all 

industry specific issues in depth

� This would result in very slow processes.

� My observations in REHCORN: 

a slow change from observer to participant



Conclusions - Recommendations

� ECHA and CEPE (Industry sector groups) can help 
each other. We don’t share more of the same, but we 
have different expertise and supplement each other

� Make use of the offer to share expert in depth 
knowledge on sector specific problems / issues

� Improve the open communication. 

� Industry can cope with the difference between 
working documents and official position papers



Thank you for your 
attention


